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Rhetorical Analysis: “Leave Your Name at the Border”
In August of 2007, Manuel Muñoz wrote the article “Leave Your Name at the Border”. His audience are all people who read newspapers specifically who read The New York Times newspaper. In this article, Muñoz told short story about his experiences and the consequences of anglicized pronunciations. He suffered from people who didn’t pronounce his name correctly because his name is a Mexican name and he lives in a place where most people speak English. Muñoz made a strong argument using ethos and pathos.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]First of all, Muñoz used ethos in this article to makes people trust him and believe in what he wrote. He used ethos to show that people must respect foreign cultures like they respect American culture. As he said, “My name is Manuel. To this day, most people cannot say it correctly, the way it was intended to be said” (Muñoz 160). That means his name was pronounced incorrectly in many situations and he is still suffering from this problem because he said, “to this day” (Muñoz 160). In addition, Muñoz used ethos to show that people cannot judge a person just by his name. As he said, “But who was I to imagine this man being from anywhere, based on his name alone?” (Muñoz 160). Muñoz tried to convince those who read the article to not judge a person just by his name, and used the words, “but who am I” (Muñoz 160) to prove his humility and puts himself in the place of the other person. Hence, these points make people who do not agree with him to agree with him and trust him. Ethos really helps him to support his argument.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK5][bookmark: OLE_LINK6]Finally, Muñoz used pathos to convince readers. For example, when Muñoz was in school and there was white mathematics teacher who pronounces Hispanic names correctly. The students felt uncomfortable when they listened to the teacher who pronounced their names correctly. This was unexpected because they should be proud of their culture and they should respect the teacher, but they felt uncomfortable. After period of time, they noticed that the teacher respect them and respect their culture. He used pathos in this story to convince readers by stirring their feelings. Readers should be sad when they read this story because teenagers do not judge people correctly. Also, when he went to East Coast to complete his education. The people there apologized when they pronounced his name wrongly. This thing affected his life, and Muñoz learned what it means to be respectable man. He used word “politely” (Muñoz 161) to show much respect they give him. Pathos was used here to make readers to put themselves in the situation. Hence, he wants from bad people to change their lives to better lives.
[bookmark: _GoBack]To sum up, Muñoz used rhetoric such as pathos to convince readers and making readers trust him. Also, Muñoz used many stories that include pathos to convince readers and stirring their feelings. I think he is a good writer and he used ethos and pathos in right places.
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